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Are you Listening Lord?
‘Out of the depths I cry to you O Lord; Lord hear my voice.

Let your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy…” (Psalm 130:1-2)

Children can often have trouble getting adults to listen to them. I once re-
member my daughter, about three at the time, grabbing my face with both 
hands and swiveling my head directly in front of hers to get my attention, 
and saying, “Daddy! Listen!”

The writer of today’s psalm does the equivalent of grabbing God’s face. They 
plead, “Let your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy”. In other words, “God, 
get your ear close down, right here with me so you can hear me loud and 
clear”. It’s good to ask God to do this.  It’s even better to remember that 
God indeed hears. For example, at the burning bush the LORD declared 
to Moses, “I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and 
I am concerned about their suffering (Exodus 3:7b). Definitively God an-
swered our call for release from the slavery of sin through Jesus. Therefore 
never be afraid or tired of grabbing the Lord’s face and handing over every-
thing that distresses you.  And, oh, keep a special ear out too for all the little 
ones in your life!   

Faith Talk Question: Have I been asking and expecting the Lord to get his 
ear down close to me? 

Prayer:  Lord God, with you there is forgiveness.  Lead me through your 
Spirit to call to you for help in all things. In Jesus’ name.  Amen.  

 
Submitted by Pastor Matthew Bishop
 
(Reprinted with permission from Time Out For The Journey: Devotions For 
A Year, published by and available from Australian Church Resources). 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
WEEK 6

MON 1 MARCH
• Tri-Skills Gymnastics (Year 3-6)

WED 3 MARCH
• Reception Information Evening

 
WEEK 7

MON 8 MARCH
• Adelaide Cup (Public Holiday)

TUE 9 MARCH
• District Swimming

WED 10 - FRI 12 MARCH
• Year 5 Camp - Roonaka, Blanchetown

WEEK 8

MON 15 MARCH
• Tri-Skills Gymnastics (Year 3-6)



 INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Year 2 Voigt  

From the Principal
STAFFING NEWS
This Thursday will be Mrs Natalie Broome’s final day 
before taking maternity leave. We look forward to 
hearing some exciting news for the Broome family very 
soon.

Mrs Joanna Wilson has been transitioning to this role 
with Natalie’s support and will be taking the role of LSO: 
Leadership Support and Registrar for the remainder of 
the year. Thank you Jo!

BAROSSA SCHOOL VISITS
Last Friday our Leadership Team spent time visiting 
Faith Junior School in Tanunda, Good Shepherd 
Lutheran School in Angaston, and St Jakobi Lutheran 
School in Lyndoch. We thank the leaders of these 
schools for their time and generosity in showing us 
around and sharing learnings from master planning, 
building works and business planning. The Leadership 
Team then spent Saturday debriefing and working 
through some strategic planning for projects in 2021 
and beyond. This uninterupted time is incredibly 
valuable and I thank the Leadership Team for their 
commitment to these opportunities.

PARENT MEET AND GREET FEEDBACK
Thank you to those of you who have already emailed 
me regarding our parent meet and greet evenings. I 
would love to hear from you about how you found this 
new format. Connection and communication are very 
important as we work together in partnership for your 
child’s learning. Please email me directly at lmattner@
stpaulba.sa.edu.au with any of your thoughts.

Leila Mattner| Principal

From the Deputy Principal
FIRST PRINCIPLES AND THE IMAGE OF THE CHILD
Over the last few weeks I have shared the staff learning 
and reflection that has come from considering First 
Principles Thinking and the Image of the Child. Both 
of these models of thinking challenge educators to 
consider their most fundamental values by taking away 
structures and analogies that sometimes cloud and 
clutter, action and judgement. This has assisted staff 
greatly to reflect on the shared core values of teams, 
the whole staff and the wider Lutheran community.  

The image of the child that we have at St Paul is 
a first principle. If we believe that all children are 
innate learners our practices and values as a learning 
community should reflect this. Often schools will seek 
to address challenges by taking what has worked 
elsewhere and applying it to their own context. If a 
program or framework worked at one school why 
wouldn’t it work for us? This is thinking by analogy 
rather than first Principlesthinking; everyone else is 
doing it, why shouldn’t we? This is where the cloud 
and the clutter develops. Rather than reasoning from 
core values, solutions are rolled out that push our 
values out of alignment with our work; reasoning is 
based upon existing ideas and concepts with slight 
variations of your own. Unfortunately this is prevalent in 
education. Reading and spelling programs and learning 
frameworks are rolled out very quickly without any type 
of pre-mortem to ensure values alignment. At St Paul 
we want to do this better. 

Over the next couple of weeks I will share some of the 
‘analogies’ that we have already started to look at with 
fresh eyes. Some of this will require community input so 
it’d be great to hear your thoughts.

REPRESENTING THE SCHOOL
School sport is back up and running and this means 
that children have an opportunity to represent the 
school in new and dynamic ways. This is an important 
experience for students as they take pride in competing 
against students from other schools. We are thankful to 

http://lmattner@stpaulba.sa.edu.au
http://lmattner@stpaulba.sa.edu.au


parents and friends who volunteer their time to ensure 
that our sport program provides these opportunities 
for students.

It is critical that this time and effort from volunteers is 
supported by the whole community. It is easy to fill out 
a nomination form and agree to a code of conduct, but 
following through with the commitment isn’t always so 
easy. If you and your child have made the commitment 
to represent the school on the sports field, this is about 
much more than participating in the game. Showing 
up on time, communicating with coaches regarding 
availability and respecting coaches during the game 
are non-negotiables. If we cannot rely on this level of 
commitment it makes it very difficult to find coaches 
and field teams. Please support our volunteers!

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal 

 
From the Wellbeing Leader

WELCOME ALICE WARD
Our School Counsellor, 
Alice Ward joined our St 
Paul Lutheran team at the 
beginning of the school 
year. Alice has worked in 
the industry for the last 10 
years in Victoria and holds a 
Bachelor of Psychology and 
Masters in Social Work. She 
enjoys spending time with her 
children Jasper and Maggie. Alice plays the guitar, loves 
to cook and has travelled to 15 countries. Please join 
us as we welcome Alice to our St Paul Lutheran School 
Community.
 
INTRODUCING OUR 2021 CLASS CARERS
Thank you to the following parent volunteers who have 
kindly offered to be a Class Carer this year. We are 
blessed to have our Class Carers who are there to help 
our staff build a vibrant and strong sense of community 
and are there to provide support and encouragement 
to our school families.  

REC Sheedy - Saru Rana (Shamshir Hannay)- can you 
help?

REC Gracey - Kylie Phillips (Lachlan)- Can you help?

Yr1 Fisher – Kylie Coad (Esther) & Nicole Hunt (Harrison 
Wintle)

Yr 1 Bakewell – Emmanuel Addo (Elyana)- Can you help?

Yr2 Tew/Sheridan – Kylie Karvelis  (Jack) & Poonam Rani  
(Krishna Duseja)

Y2 Voigt – Megan Snook (Mia) & Laura Brown (Imogen)

Yr3 Baldock – Monique Tabunea (Brandon) & Liann 
Tape (Addison)

Yr3 Fyffe – Tamra Purton (Leah) & Jess Deer (Brodie)

Yr 3 Burgan – Brenton & Lauren Hughes (Makayla) -

Can you help?

Yr 4 Lethborg – Jane Coombe (Blade Wundke)

Yr 4 Muller – Donna Hanin (Caz)

Yr 4 Woodward – Can you help?

Yr 5 Mattner – Theresa Doyle (Liam) & Julianne Duke 
(Chloe)

Yr 5 McMahon – Mhairi Hall (Kate) & Shin Ye Chew 
(Emily Chan)

Seniors – Sally Bearman (Eliza) - Can you help?

 
PASTOR MATT VISITS 3 BURGAN 

3 Burgan were blessed to have Pastor Matt visit their 
class last week. The class recently wrote welcome 
letters to him. He answered some the 3 Burgan class 
questions and shared a Bible story with them. We are 
looking forward 
to opportunities 
to learn with and 
about Pastor 
Matt throughout 
the year. 
 



SCHOOL CAMPS

Over the next couple weeks our Year 5 classes will 
be preparing for school camp. In Week 7 our Year 
5 students will have their 3 day/2 night camp at 
Blanchetown. School camps have many benefits in 
providing outdoor education to students and it gives 
them the opportunity to develop a number of skills 
including:

1. Social skills- many of the activities your child will 
be involved in require team work which will allow them 
to strengthen friendships and connect with new peers.

2. Independence- a school camp allows children 
the practice making decisions without parents and 
teachers guiding every move.

3. Use their imagination- when children take a 
break from TV, iPads and the internet they rediscover 
their creative powers and engage in the real world.

4. New experiences- children will be given the 
opportunity to take part in activities they may not have 
encountered before.

Camp is a great way to develop all of these skills, 
however, often the thought of sleeping away from 
home can cause anxiety for children and their parents. 
Some common worries include:

What happens if they can’t sleep? 
What happens if they don’t like the food? 
What will happen if they don’t like the activities and get 
homesick?

Although these concerns are certainly valid, it is 
important to help children feel positive about the 
experience. They will very quickly pick up on any anxiety 
you may have and will emulate these feelings. Some 
ways to help your child if they are worried about camp 
are:

• Discuss the activities they will participate in and 
relate them (if possible) to your own experience.

• Visit the website of the camp and look at photos 
to help familiarise your child with the area.

• Organise for your child to have a sleepover at a 
friend’s house.

A school camp is one of the most exciting experiences 
a child can have. Use these tips to help your child 
prepare and remember to communicate with your 
child’s teacher if you have any questions regarding your 
child’s camp. 
 
Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader 
 

General News
RORY’S CANTEEN LUNCHES  
Information on Rory’s School Lunches can be found at 
www.rorys.com.au  or www.facebook.com/RorysGroup 
If you have a question regarding your child’s canteen 
order, please contact the direct parent helpline on 
0413 575 800. This number is available Monday to 
Friday between 9:30 am & 5:00 pm.

 
WEDNESDAY CHAPEL  
If you would like to join us for our weekly Wednesday 
Chapel. Please book into a session using the trybooking 
link https://www.trybooking.com/BOMWD

Leading Chapel for Term 1 is:

Week 6 (3/3) Mr Armin Mayer: Sermon on the Mount

Week 7 (10/3) Mrs Marlise Janetzki:  Palm Sunday

Week 8 (17/3) Year 4 Lethborg :The Last Supper

Week 9 (24/3) Year 3 Fyffe: Garden of Gethsemane

Week 10 (31/3) Year 5 Mattner: Peter’s denial

Week 11 (7/4) Pastor Matt Bishop: Crucifixion and 
Resurrection

 

http://www.rorys.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/RorysGroup
https://www.trybooking.com/BOMWD


FRIDAY ASSEMBLY  
Please note that our first Whole School Assembly will 
be in Week 5 (Friday 26 February) led by our Year 6 
Robinson class. You are invited to use the trybooking 
link https://www.trybooking.com/BOPFW 

Our host classes for Term 1 are:

Week 5 (26/2) Year 6 Robinson

Week 6 (5/3) Year 4 Mueller

Week 7 (12/3) Year 3 Burgan

Week 8 (19/3) Year 1 Fisher

Week 9 (26/3) Sports Day (no Assembly)

Week 10 (2/4) Good Friday (no Assembly)

Week 11 (9/4) Last day of Term 1 9 (no Assembly)

NUT FREE ENVIROMENT
St Paul is a “Nut Free” 
environment.  At any 
given time, a number of 
students in our school 
have a severe peanut/nut 
allergy.  These students 
cannot be exposed to nuts 
in ANY form, as this will trigger an anaphylactic reaction.  
Anaphylaxis requires an immediate injection of 
adrenalin, ambulance attendance and hospitalisation. 
Given the life-threatening nature of anaphylaxis, the 
elimination of peanut/nuts and food containing nuts 
within the school, is really important.  We ask that 
children who have peanut butter for breakfast on 
school days, please wash their hands thoroughly and 
clean their teeth before coming to school.  

No student is to bring the following foods to 
school:  

• Peanut butter (sandwiches, dips or crackers)  

• Nutella (sandwiches or dips)  

• Biscuits and cakes with nuts in them  

• Muesli bars with nuts  

• Chocolate containing nuts e.g. Snickers, dried 

fruit & nut mixes 

• (This does not include products that contain 
the warning “may contain traces of nuts”)

KID’S DAY AT ADELAIDE WRITER’S WEEK 
This Saturday 27 of February Adelaide Writers Week 
holds its annual Kid’s Day for Readers aged 2 – 12 
years. This full day program offers families with 
children a great opportunity to hear from authors and 
illustrators they have read. This years line up includes 
the current Australian Children’s Laureate Ursula 
Dubosarsky, Ronojoy Ghosh and R. A. Spratt. There are 
lots of great free art activities to participate in too! For 
more information check out: www.adelaidefestival.com.
au/events/2021-writers-week/kids-day/

DATE CHANGE NOTIFICAITION - PUPIL FREE DAY 
Due to the Show’s advertised dates this year, all 
Connected Schools have made the decision to change 
the date of our pupil free day to Friday 10 September 
(changed from 3 September). We apologise for any 
inconvenience for this change.

ST PAUL APP 
Download it at the App store. 

The St Paul App will give you easy access to your portal 
via your mobile devices, including sending absentee 
messages, school calendar and other important 
communication. Student reports are available via the 
parent portal. Please speak to one of our Admin team if 
you dont have a login for the App.

 
 
 

 
 

https://www.trybooking.com/BOPFW 
http://www.adelaidefestival.com.au/events/2021-writers-week/kids-day/
http://www.adelaidefestival.com.au/events/2021-writers-week/kids-day/


TRAFFIC MOVEMENT AT ST PAUL
To assist us with the safe and timely movement of all traffic around the school, please help us with the following 
considerations. Sharing this with grandparents and other family members who assist with the school drop off and 
pick up will also assist.

• Park and walk into school wherever possible, as this greatly reduces traffic congestion.

• Remain vigilant with your child/ren while crossing roads or within the carpark area. Use the crossings.

• Children entering and exiting the ‘Kiss and Drop’ without the need for parents to exit the vehicle whenever 
possible. The Kiss and Drop driveway is for children who do not need parents assistance entering or exiting 
vehicles. Parents, please stay in your cars to keep traffic moving. This will be a significant aid in speeding up traffic.

• There is no overtaking when using the ‘Kiss and Drop’ queue. 

• Please ensure you follow the direction of staff that are entrusted to move children and parents in/out of the 
school.

• The ‘Kiss and Drop’ is open between 8.30am and 8.45pm and again between 3:10pm and 3:35pm, which helps a 
staggered pick-up routine.

• Reversing into car park spaces in the parent car park is prohibited as it significantly disrupts the flow of traffic.

• Turning right into the carpark from the Main North rd. end of Audrey Avenue is a dangerous practice that stops 
all traffic on Audrey Avenue and causes public cars to take dangerous risks. Please do not turn right into the 
carpark from Audrey Avenue. This will be a significant aid in speeding up traffic.

• All cars in the parent car park will be impounded (ie can’t move them) until 8:45 am in the morning or 3:30 pm in 
the afternoon to enhance better traffic flow in Audrey Avenue.

• All traffic on the tennis courts will exit via Deakin Street at the direction of the staff on duty. Priority is given to the 
cars on the driveway to speed up traffic flow. 

• 5km/h at all times.

• Please ensure that you meet your child on the same side of the street. Your child should not cross the road 
without a parent, even with the pedestrian crossing.

• Do not use the gate at the bottom of the kiss and drop driveway for pedestrian access. Please use the school 
gate at the top of the park. 

• To maximize the spaces for car parking on the tennis courts , please park as indicated on the attached map.



St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
IT IS NOW THE SEASON OF LENT 
Seasons in the church year are represented by different colours and the 
colour for Lent is purple.  If you’ve heard of Lent before, chances are one 
of the first things that comes to mind is “giving something up,” as in “I’m 
giving up chocolate for Lent.” That’s sort of right. But not quite. When you 
stop doing something you’re used to doing (like eating dessert), you notice 
different things. Lent is like that. It’s a season—40 days to be exact (not 
counting Sundays)—when the Church throughout the ages has chosen to 
pause and notice something. That “something” is the journey of Jesus to 
the cross. 

LISTEN STUDY GROUP
A Lenten Study Group focussing on the Gospel of Mark will be held on 4 
Wednesday nights in Lent. Beginning at 7pm on 24 Feb, 3,10 and 17 March 
this will involve a short prayer service followed by a Bible Study.  The first 
evening title is Mark at a Glance.                            

SPY TERM 1
St Paul Youth for Years 6-8 is on again Friday 5th March, 7-9pm in the 
Hall. Cost $2. Girls please bring something small for supper. For more 
information, call Nicole on 0412 686 342.

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 
Playgroup @St Paul is held each Tuesday during school terms, from 
9:00am-10:30am in the Church hall. Children 0-5 years and their parent 
or carer are invited to join us for a time of play, craft, stories and singing. 
All welcome. Come along and join the fun. Cost is $2.00 per family. Please 
bring a small nut free snack for your child for snack time.

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS
Electronic Entertainment Books are once more available 
to purchase with funds raised being used to support the 
ministry of the St Paul Lutheran Church. Membership is 
$69.99 for a single city and can be purchased from the QR 
code   

GROW MINISTRIES VERSE OF THE WEEK 
‘The kingdom of God is near! Repent of your sins and believe the Good News!   

Mark 1:15

A MEAL TIME PRAYER
For food in a world where many walk in hunger;

For faith in a world where many walk in fear;
For friends in a world where many walk alone –

We give you thanks, O Lord. Amen


